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Synopsis

The waltz, perhaps the most beloved social dance of the 19th and early 20th centuries, once
provoked outrage from religious leaders and other self-appointed arbiters of social morality.
Decrying the corrupting influence of social dancing, they failed to suppress the popularity of the
waltz or other dance crazes of the period, including the Charleston, the tango, and "animal dances"
such as the Turkey Trot, Grizzly Bear, and Bunny Hug. This book investigates the development of
these popular dances, considering in particular how their very existence as "taboo" cultural fads
ultimately provided a catalyst for lasting social reform. In addition to examining the impact of the
waltz and other scandalous dances on fashion, music, leisure, and social reform, the text describes

the opposition to dance and the proliferation of literature on both sides.
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Customer Reviews

As a ballroom dancer and teacher, I'm always looking for more information about the origins of the
various dances that make up partner dancing. Mark Knowles has done an incredible job
researching the controversies and cultural shifts that evolved some of these dances to where they
gained cultural maturity a half century ago. The depth of research surprised me, and the quality of
writing with which Knowles presents his findings surprised me even more. A delight to read from

start to finish.

The Wicked Waltz and Other Scandalous Dances was a great book. | highly recommend this book

for those who want to know more how the dances of the 19th and 20th centuries impacted society.



Very interesting and well-researched!

"meticulously researched... This scholarly yet entertaining read is recommended for dance, history,

and popular culture enthusiasts" Library Journal, June 2009

Excellent. Knowles research is impeccable.
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